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12. Story of the Twelfth Statuette
The spendthrift heir, and the woman tormented by an ogre
SOUTHERN RECENSION OF 12
When the king again approacht the throne to mount upon it, another
statue said: " 0 king, this is Vikrama's throne. Whoever is possest
of the nobility and other virtues of this Vikrama, let him mount upon
this throne/* And Bhoja said: "Tell me a tale of his nobility and
other virtues." And the statue said: " Hearken, O king.
In the reign of Vikramarka there was in his city a merchant named
Bhadrasena, who had a son Purandara. And there was no end to the
wealth of this Bhadrasena; yet was he not a squanderer. Now in the
course of time Bhadrasena died, and Purandara inherited all his
father's property, and began to waste it extravagantly as is customary
at his time of life. Once upon a time his close friend Dhanada said to
him: "Purandara, altho you are of a mercantile family, you waste
your money like a scion of the high nobility. This is not a mark of one
sprung from a merchant's house. A merchant's son, even tho quite
alone, should amass wealth, and should not waste so much as a cowry
[a shell used as money]. The goods a man acquires will some day be
of service to him, when some calamity occurs. So a prudent man
should save up wealth against the coming of calamity. And it is said:
1.   A man shall defend his possessions for the event of misfortune,
but shall defend his wife (if necessary) even with his possessions;
himself however he shall always defend, even with both his wife
and his possessions."
Hearing these words Purandara said: "Dhanada, he who says that
* goods acquired will be beneficial, when some calamity occurs * is
lacking in good judgment. When calamities come, then the riches
that have been laid up are lost also. Therefore the wise man is not
grieved for the past nor distrest about the future, but he should rather
attend only to the present. And thus it is said:
2.   One should not grieve for the past, nor be distrest about the
future; the wise occupy themselves with the things of the present.
What is to be, that will be, without any exertion; and what is (des-
tined) to pass away, even thus will it pass away. And it is said:
3.  What is destined to be, that just comes into being, like the
milk of a cocoanut.  What is destined to pass away, that is (as
good as) gone, they say, like the wood-apple that the elephant
ate*